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Preface to the A+ Program


The A+ program was first advocated by Governor Mel Carnahan, and was established by the Outstanding Schools Act of 1993.  The program is meant to encourage people to take more challenging classes, and to lower dropout rates.  To increase educational opportunities for high school students, the act provides incentives to students who meet certain criteria in the A+ schools program; those who accomplish this are eligible for financial incentives.


Fayette High School became involved with the A+ initiative in 1998 when we submitted our first grant application.  Even though we did not receive a grant that year we began the process of implementing improvement plans that would lead us toward the three main goals of A+.  In 2000 we succeeded in winning a grant with our third application, thus beginning our official journey towards A+ designation through upgrading our curriculum, reducing dropout rates, and promoting higher student achievement. 


This manual provides students, parents, faculty, and staff with guidelines for the A+ program.  It is the responsibility of the Fayette R-III School District to follow these guidelines to ensure that A+ eligibility is maintained.  Students must attain accurate certification to maintain the A+ programs integrity.  It is the responsibility of the students and parents to read this manual carefully and understand the guidelines and regulations required by the program.

A+ Schools Program Goals

The A+ Schools program is dedicated to the following goals:

· All students will graduate from high school

· All students will complete high school course of studies that is challenging and that has identified learning expectations

· All students will proceed from high school graduation to college, postsecondary vocational or technical school or a high wage job with opportunities for workplace skill development and advancement opportunities

Student Eligibility

To be eligible for the financial incentives of the A+ Schools Program, a student must meet the following criteria:

· Enter into a written agreement with their high school no later than the end of the fall semester of the student’s senior year.

· Attend an A+ designated high school for three consecutive years prior to graduation.

· Graduate with a four-year cumulative 2.5 or higher grade point average on the 4-point scale.

· Have a 95% or higher attendance record.

· Perform 50 hours of approved, documented and unpaid, district supervised tutoring/mentoring during their four years of high school.

· Maintain a record of good citizenship and avoid the unlawful use of drugs and alcohol throughout their four years of high school.

· Apply for all available federal post-secondary student financial assistance funds that do not require repayment.

· Attend a Missouri community college or post-secondary vocational-technical school on a full-time basis and maintain a GPA of 2.5 or higher.

· Register for Selective Service if applicable. This can be done online at www.sss.gov
· For the class of 2015 and beyond, students must obtain a score of Proficient or Advanced on the Algebra I EOC exam.

Student Incentive

All graduates meeting the qualifications explained in this manual will be eligible to receive the following financial incentives:

Assistance with paid tuition and fees to attend any public community college, vocational or technical school in the State of Missouri for a period of two years or six semesters.  Assistance is dependent on yearly appropriations of funds by the General Assembly.

After meeting the criteria for eligibility at the local district students must:

· Make a documented effort to first secure all available post-secondary student financial assistance funds that do not require repayment.

· Be aware that all tuition incentives will be available only for the purpose of applying toward the remaining cost of tuition and standard fees after available federal post-secondary student financial assistance funds have been applied to these costs.

· Maintain a 2.5 grade point average in the post-secondary setting to continue to receive the A+ funding.

· Take advantage of the two years of financial incentives within four years of graduation from high school.

· Assistance is dependent on funding from the State Legislature each year.

Student Enrollment

1. Students are encouraged to enroll in the A+ Program prior to or early in their freshman year.  The agreement can be signed at any time as long as the student has sufficient time to complete the eligibility requirements prior to graduation.

2. If a student transfers from another school after the beginning of his/her sophomore year, the student may only participate in the A+ Schools program if the school from which he/she transferred was a designated A+ school.

3. Enrollment may be done during designated A+ student enrollment opportunities or directly through the A+ Coordinator.

4. An A+ Student Participation Agreement must be completed with all appropriate signatures and filed with the A+ Coordinator by the deadline(s) set.

5. Any student requesting A+ incentive after the beginning of his/her freshman year must meet all criteria dating back to the beginning of his/her freshman year.

Grade Point Requirement

The A+ student must graduate from high school with a minimum grade point average of 2.5 on a 4-point scale (grade averages will not be rounded).  The cumulative grade point average is applicable to all four years of the student’s enrollment in high school.  The official transcript will document and certify that the grade point average requirements have been met.

Monitoring of A+ Status

At the end of each semester, students who are participating in the A+ program will receive a letter reporting their progress in each of the required areas.  Any questions or concerns about the information reported should be directed to the A+ Coordinator.

Notification of A+ Status

The A+ Coordinator will review all records of A+ students. The names of eligible students will be submitted to the principal and guidance office for official certification prior to graduation.  Students and parents will be notified and the student’s transcript will reflect A+ Status.

Career Paths

Each student will be required to declare a career path.  Students may choose from the following career paths:

Arts and Communications

Business, Management and Technology

Human Services

Health Services

Industrial and Engineering Technology

Natural Resources/Agriculture

What Are Career Paths?

Career Paths are clusters of occupations that are grouped because the people in them share similar interests and strengths.  All paths include a variety of occupations that require different level of education and training.  Selecting a path provides students with:

· Focus on where they are headed in the future

· FLEXIBILTY to change the direction of the path at any time.

· Integration of academic and vocational learning.

· Ability to proceed from high school to a college, technical school, or high wage job with workplace skills opportunities.

Who Is Involved In Selecting A Student’s Career Path?

· Students must take the first step by making an informed decision regarding a career path that is realistic and attainable for them.

· Parents influence students’ attitudes about career options.  As role models, parents have the responsibility of involving themselves and guiding their children in career decision-making.

· Counselors and teachers will help students look at all their career options based on the students’ interest, aptitude, and abilities.

What Are The Benefits Of Career Paths?

· Provide a plan for all students, regardless of their interests, abilities and talents, or desired levels of education.

· Allow students to see relevance to their selected school courses.

· Help parents, counselors, and teachers provide better assistance to students as they discuss careers and selected courses.

· Guide students’ participation in workplace readiness opportunities.

Choices of Career Paths

Arts and Communications

Arts and communications include occupations relating to the humanities and the performing, visual, literary, and media arts.  These may include architecture, creative writing, film, fine arts, graphic design and production, journalism, languages, radio, television, advertising and public relations.

Business, Management, and Technology

Business, Management, and Technology includes occupations related to the business environment.  These may include entrepreneurship, sales, marketing, computer information systems, finance, accounting personnel, economics and management.

Health Services

Health Services includes occupations related to the promotion of health and the treatment of disease.  These may include research, prevention and treatment.

Human Services

Human Services includes occupations related to economic, political and social systems.  These may include education, government, law, and law enforcement, leisure and recreation, military, religion and social services.

Industrial Engineering Technology

Industrial Engineering Technology includes occupations related to the technologies necessary to design, develop, install or maintain physical systems.  These may include engineering, manufacturing, construction, service and related technologies.

Natural Resource Systems

Natural Resource Systems includes occupations related to the environment and natural resources.  These may include agriculture, earth sciences, environmental sciences, fisheries, forestry, horticulture, and wildlife.

Good Faith Effort

The student is required to make a good faith effort to secure all available federal postsecondary student financial aid funds that do not require repayment.

· Parents must complete and file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  The FAFSA summary report must be sent to the Community College or public Vocational/Technical School that the student is planning to attend.

· The FAFSA form is available from the counseling office in December the year of graduation or can be completed online at www.fafsa.edu.gov.  In order to apply online, students will have to first register for a PIN number.  Parents are encouraged to apply as soon as possible after January 1 of that school year.

· Tuition incentives will only be awarded to reimburse the unpaid balance of the cost of tuition and fees after available federal post-secondary student financial aid funds have been applied to these costs.

Good Citizenship Requirement

Participation in the A+ Schools Program is a unique privilege for Fayette High School students.  According to the A+ Schools’ Administrative Guide, students pursuing the A+ incentives must maintain a record of good citizenship and avoid the use of drugs and alcohol at school and outside of school.

Certification of good citizenship will be based on the official discipline record maintained in the high school office, official public records and Safe School Communications.  The principal assigns consequences for infractions of the discipline code and is responsible for certifying the accuracy of the student’s discipline record.

Tutoring/Mentoring

A+ students are required to perform at least 50 hours of uncompensated school-based tutoring/mentoring.  Tutoring/mentoring must include the following:

· Involve A+ students with other students from within the District.

· Provide encouragement to other students to strive for good grades.

· Be school-based and under the direct supervision of a district staff member.

· Students will be required to maintain a Tutoring Time Sheet.  The time entered on the time sheet should be signed by the supervising district staff member as soon as the tutoring is done for the day.  The Tutoring Time Sheet should be turned in to the A+ Coordinator at the end of each quarter, or sooner as sheets become filled, if desired.  Before submitting the original document, students should retain a photocopy for their records.  The time sheets are the student’s responsibility.  If they become lost or misplaced, the time is lost.

· Tutoring/mentoring may be done before or after school, during study halls, or during summer school.  Special arrangements may be made for tutoring sessions during the regular school hours.

· Failure to adhere to tutoring guidelines may result in disciplinary action and/or dismissal from the A+ Program.

Attendance Requirement

To be eligible for the A+ Schools Program Tuition Reimbursement Incentive, a student must have a minimum of 95% accumulated attendance record (no more than approximately 34.5 total days absent over the four year period).  Students are expected to attend school regularly and to be on time for classes.  From this requirement, the student will acquire the habits of punctuality, self-discipline and responsibility.  A student who does not meet the 95% attendance requirement will not be eligible for the A+ Tuition Incentive.  The following attendance guidelines will be followed:

Students must attend an A+ Designated School for three consecutive years prior to graduation.  Early graduation from Fayette High School is discouraged.

Only those days and times which the school district used to count Average Daily Attendance will be used to determine the 95% attendance requirement.  Student attendance is based on Monday through Friday when school is in regular session, from the District’s official beginning hour and minute to the official day’s ending hour and minute.

A cumulative attendance record will be kept from the beginning of the A+ student’s freshman year until graduation.

Attendance percentages will be calculated on days missed.

No distinction will be made between excused and unexcused absences.

The official record of attendance is kept in the high school principal’s office.  Students attending Moberly Area Technical Center will have their attendance reported to the high school principal’s office.

Cumulative attendance information from the high school principal’s office will be given to the A+ Coordinator at the end of each semester.

At the beginning of each school year, the A+ Coordinator will provide the student and his/her parents information that includes the student’s attendance record.

Students who will miss school for a long period of time due to hospitalization, illness, or injury may have their parents call the school to request homebound instruction.  This should be done immediately in order to preserve the student’s attendance record and maintain academic growth.

The A+ attendance policy provides relief in cases where the absence was beyond the control of the A+ participant.  Request for Attendance Waivers must be filed in accordance with the established policy guidelines.  Each A+ participant should read and understand the attendance policy.  It is the responsibility of each A+ participant to closely monitor his/her attendance.

Attendance Waiver Guidelines
Documentation to support a request for an A+ attendance waiver must be submitted to the A+ Coordinator’s Office no later than May 1st of the current calendar year.  Documentation must include specific dates accompanied by the signature(s) of the appropriate person(s).
Reason for absence



Documentation Required

Hospitalization




Physician’s letter

Chronic health problems



Physician’s letter

Court Appearance




Court letter

Funeral





Parent letter and copy of Death








Certificate, obituary or memorial

Religious Holiday




Minister’s letter

Personal/family calamity



Parent and school counselor’s 







letter

Catastrophic illness/injury



Physician’s letter

Exchange Student




Documentation from Agency

Attendance Waivers will NOT be granted for the following:

Truancy

Suspension

Personal/Family vacation

Routine Doctor Visits

Transportation (unless late bus)

ATTENDANCE REVIEW PROCESS
Students/parents will have 15 calendar days to appeal the student’s attendance record with the A+ Coordinator.  If an appeal is not filed within 15 days of notification, a waiver for days missed will not be considered.

Review/Action:

The review committee will be composed of a counselor, principal and a teacher.  The A+ Coordinator will act as a facilitator and a non-voting member of the review committee.  After the attendance review committee reaches a decision, the A+ Coordinator will notify the parents in writing within 5 days.
The review committee, consisting of the principal, counselor, a teacher and the A+ Coordinator will respond in one of two ways to the attendance appeal:

· Grant a waiver of the attendance issues

· Deny a waiver of the appealed attendance issues

The A+ Coordinator will make notification of the appeals decision to the student and parent/guardian.
Appeals of the review committee decision may be made to the Superintendent and the Board of Education in writing within 15 days of the notification.  Appeals after 15 days will not be considered.  The superintendent will make notifications of the appeals decision to the student and parent/guardian.

Algebra I EOC Exam Requirement
Students must receive a score of proficient or advanced on the Algebra I End of Course Exam to qualify for A+ funds.

A student who does not score at the proficient or advanced level the first time that they take the test can retake it.  There is no state-imposed limit on the number of times a student may retake the Algebra I EOC.  
Students with an IEP are required to take the Algebra I EOC and must meet the established performance requirement in order to be eligible for A+ tuition reimbursement. However, these students may receive certain accommodations, such as having the test read to them, to address their learning issue. 

Alternative Path to Eligibility- A+ high school graduates that meet all of the eligibility criteria except for the Algebra I EOC can achieve A+ eligibility by completing at least 12 credit hours (or the equivalent) of study at an A+ participating postsecondary institution during their first term of enrollment and achieving a grade point average during that term of at least a 2.5 on a 4.0 scale. A+ will not reimburse the student for the coursework taken as part of this enrollment period. Students that satisfy this requirement will become eligible for A+ reimbursement for subsequent terms, subject to meeting the program’s renewal requirements.
Unlawful Use of Drugs/Alcohol

An A+ student will not sell, possess or use any controlled substance or drug paraphernalia as defined by law.  The use of prescription medicine is allowed under Board Policy when administered by authorized school personnel.  Students and parents are responsible for understanding and following these guidelines.

Probation During A+ Participation

Disciplinary probation with the A+ Program is used with the understanding that even the best student occasionally makes mistakes.  Probation is designed to recognize that characteristic in young people.  However, receiving A+ Incentive is a privilege and should be treated as such.  Students who are designated A+ should demonstrate distinctive qualities and be role models for other students.  Their character and ethics should meet high standards.

A student will be placed on A+ probation for one semester for the following:

1. More than one In-School Suspension (ISS)

2. More than two Friday or Saturday detentions 

3. Any referral for Out-of-School Suspension (OSS)

If no further misdeeds occur, the student will be returned to full A+ status following his/her probation.  Any student who receives two semesters of probation during his/her high school career, will have his/her disciplinary record reviewed by the A+ Attendance and Citizenship Review Team for continued probation or possible dismissal from the program.

Removal from the A+ Program

A student may be removed from the A+ Program when:

1. Within the semester while on probation, the student commits another offense that would result in another probationary action.

2. After two semesters of probation, a review by the Attendance and Citizenship Review Team shows that earlier disciplinary consequences did not positively affect the student’s behavior.

3. Conviction of a felony that is verifiable and either a matter of public record or communicated to school officials in compliance with the Safe School Act.

4. Three or more misdemeanor convictions (other than for moving traffic violations not involving alcohol or illegal drugs) that are verifiable and a matter of public record.

Any student who commits a serious offense involving drugs or alcohol or one which falls under the Safe Schools Act will be immediately dismissed from the A+ Program.  The following offenses reported to law enforcement authorities will result in immediate removal from the A+ Program:

Possession, use, sale or transfer of alcohol, drugs, or narcotics.

Possession of drug paraphernalia

Criminal activity as defined by the Safe Schools Act:

Possession of a weapon

Assault on a student

Intimidation or physical threat of staff

Vandalism/theft

False fire alarm/bomb threats and misuse of emergency equipment

Serious sexual misbehavior/exposure

Dangerous behavior

Offenses listed under the Safe Schools Act

First/second degree murder

First/second degree burglary

First/second degree assault

Distribution of drugs

Distribution of drugs to a minor

Voluntary/involuntary manslaughter

Felonious restraint

Kidnapping

Robbery

First-degree arson

Sexual assault

Forcible rape or sodomy

Property damage

A+ Citizenship Appeal Process

Students and parents or guardians may appeal an A+ disciplinary decision using the following process:

Students and parents or guardians will have 15 calendar days to appeal a decision that is made dealing with discipline or probation using the A+ Appeal of Citizenship form available from the A+ Coordinator.  The appeal must be made in writing through the A+ Coordinator.  

Within 10 days of receiving a written appeal, the A+ Coordinator will convene the A+ Attendance and Citizenship Review Team.  The team will be composed of a guidance counselor, a principal, two teachers, and one A+ Advisory committee member. The parent/guardian and student must appear in person before the Review Team.

The A+ Coordinator will act as facilitator and a non-voting member of the Attendance and Citizenship Review Team.  After the team reaches a decision, the A+ Coordinator will notify the parent/guardian by letter within five calendar days.  If further appeal is necessary, guidelines in policy JGD-R will be followed.

Commonly Asked Questions (CAQs)


[image: image2.emf]1. What does signing the “A+ Participation Agreement” mean?   By signing and submitting the A+ Participation Agreement, students and their  parents are simply indicating an interest in the students’ participation in the A+  Financial Incentive Program and indi cating that they understand the requirements  that qualify the students for that program.   2. Does signing this agreement restrict a student’s choices?   Signing the agreement DOES NOT in any way restrict a student’s educational  choices. The A+ Schools Program  is designed to provide greater opportunities for  students. Signing this agreement will not restrict the options available to a student  while in high school or upon graduation from high school.   3. What happens when a student signs a participation agreement ?   When an agreement has been signed by all parties and returned, a file will be  established for that student and will be located in the A+ coordinator’s office. This file  denotes the student’s active participation in the A+ Schools Program and will contain   all pertinent information relative to the student’s eligibility for A+ incentive funds.   4. When does a student sign up for the program?   There are no specific windows for signing the agreement. It can be done at any time  as long as the student realizes tha t he/she must have sufficient time to complete the  student eligibility requirements, specifically the completion of 50 hours of tutoring and  mentoring activities. Typically, the vast majority of students will want to sign their  agreement form and get start ed with the tutoring and mentoring activities  immediately upon beginning the sophomore year. A student may, however, sign up  at any time and begin working to meet the student eligibility requirements.   5. What if a student signs a participation agreement an d then decides to attend  a four - year college/university?   There are no repercussions for signing a participation agreement and completing the  student eligibility requirements.   Many students will develop plans to attend a four - year institution of higher educ ation  following high school. The A+ incentive funds provided through the A+ Schools  Program, however, MAY NOT be applied to costs associated with a four - year college  or university. Qualifying students may choose to attend, for example, a community  college  for two years, earn an Associate’s Degree, or simply earn basic credit hours,  and then transfer those credits to a four - year college/university at the end of two  years at the community college. As the costs of higher education continue to rise,  more and mo re students are beginning their college careers in this manner. The A+  Schools Program does provide financial assistance in this process.  

 If for whatever reason an A+ eligible student should withdraw from the four-year institution with at least a 2.5 GPA he/she could enroll at a Missouri public community college or vocational-technical school and be eligible for A+ incentive funding.

6. What if a student signs a participation agreement and then decides not to attend a community college or vocational or technical school?
Signing the Participation Agreement in no way restricts a student’s post high school career or educational opportunities. It is simply a funding resource for postsecondary education should the student choose to utilize it. The current trend of postsecondary educational institutions is to ask on the admissions application for community service/volunteer activities performed, so this would serve as an excellent opportunity to complete these requirements. In addition, someone once said, “It is better to have it and not need it, then need it and not have it.” A student who signs a participation agreement is not required to attend a community college or vocational or technical school.

7. How does a student qualify for the A+ Schools Program?
A participation agreement delineating the criteria which must be met in order to be eligible for the A+ financial incentives shall be completed and signed by each student to indicate their interest in the A+ Schools Program. To qualify for A+ incentive funds a student must have attended an A+ designated high school for three years immediately prior to graduation and

a) maintain at least a 6.875 grade point average on an 11 point scale or 2.5 on a 4.0 scale
b) maintain a 95 percent attendance average over a four-year period
c) provide 50 hours of unpaid tutoring or mentoring
d) maintain a record of good citizenship, and

e) avoid the unlawful use of drugs/alcohol.

The incentive funds are available for eligible students for two years (6 semesters) during the four-year period immediately following graduation. The student must maintain a cumulative 2.5 GPA (4.0 scale) and be a full-time student.

8. For the purpose of the A+ Schools Program, what is meant by good citizenship and the avoidance of unlawful drugs?
Guidelines to identify good citizenship are developed by the local school district. Students may also be required to sign an affidavit indicating their avoidance of drugs as described in the A+ qualifications.

9. Does a student qualify for A+ incentive funding if his/her high school GPA upon graduation is 2.45 (on 4.0 scale) and/or the student’s average attendance rate for the last three years is 94.9 percent?
No - The A+ Schools Program does not permit rounding up of the GPA percentage. The average attendance rate must be figured over a four-year period and must be a solid 95 percent.

10. What are the guidelines for tutoring and mentoring? When can a student begin? Where may tutoring activities be performed? 
Remember these basic points. Tutoring should be academic in nature and always be supervised by district staff. Tutoring may be for students younger, older or the same age as the student and may be performed before, during or after the school day or during summer school. Responsibility for programmatic opportunities impacting A+ students resides with the A+ high school.  If a cooperative agreement between the A+ district and a public sending district can be accomplished in such a manner that A+ eligibility is not compromised those will be honored.  The A+ high school would need to approve all assignments for the tutoring purposes.  In addition, the A+ high school would need to develop mechanisms to ensure appropriate documentation and supervision for all A+ tutoring.  Both the A+ high school and the cooperating sending school would need to examine and be comfortable with liability coverage for students in these circumstances.  All tutoring activities shall be unpaid.
11. What evidence will a student have to indicate his/her eligibility for A+ Schools incentive funds?
The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education provides designated A+ high schools with an embossing seal. A student eligible for A+ Schools incentive funds can request that the high school provide the postsecondary education institution an official high school transcript that has been stamped with the embossing seal.

12. Are students eligible for A+ incentive funds when they transfer from one high school to another?
The law requires a student complete three years immediately prior to graduation in a designated A+ high school. This can be a combination of schools so long as the schools involved are A+ designated high schools. The high school which the student exits and the high school the student enters must both be A+ designated high schools in order for the students to be eligible for A+ incentive funds upon graduation.

13. In order to maintain the A+ Schools 95 percent attendance requirement can students use after-school hours and Saturdays to make-up time for absences from school?
Only those days/times which the district can use to count student ADA can be used to determine the 95 percent attendance requirement. Student ADA counts cannot utilize student attendance on Saturdays or during after-school hours. Student attendance is based on Monday through Friday when school is in session, from the district’s official beginning hour and minute to the official day’s ending hour and minute.

14. What will the Department’s position be if it is discovered that a student has been designated A+ eligible and, for whatever reason, should not have received this designation?
In the future, as the A+ Schools Program is maintained, the Department will institute audits for a select number of high schools. Should it be discovered that a high school did not utilize actual figures to declare a student eligible for A+ Schools incentive funds, in all likelihood, the district would become responsible for the charges paid out by the Department for ineligible students from that high school.

15. What is the policy with regard to the grade point averages figured for weighted classes and/or point scales other than the 4.0?
For the purpose of the A+ Schools Program, a student’s GPA must be 2.5 or better figured on a 4.0 scale. It is, therefore, the designated high school’s responsibility to convert any recorded grades that include weighted classes and/or are figured on a point scale other than 4.0.

16. What is the policy for students who may become injured in an accident or sustain a long-time illness either of which preclude the student from meeting the required 95 percent attendance rate?
The A+ Schools Program makes provision for counting students who may not be attending classes because of an accident or extended illness. In order that a student not be penalized for circumstances which are beyond his/her control, it will be the responsibility of the school to make application for homebound instruction for the student. If a student can be counted for ADA, the homebound instruction can be counted toward the required 95 percent attendance rate.

17. Is a student eligible for A+ incentive funds if he/she is provided orientation to the A+ Schools Program during the planning session prior to entering high school but, for whatever reason, does not decide to take advantage and sign up for the program until his/her junior year by which time he/she has a drug conviction on record?
If the drug issue was addressed at the orientation meeting prior to the student entering high school, the student would not be eligible for A+ incentive funds.

18. Is job shadowing a component of the A+ Schools concept?
Job shadowing can be used as a tool to help students explore careers which might be of interest to them.

19. What role does the school play in incorporating job shadowing activities in the A+ Schools Program?
If job shadowing is to be utilized as a means to help students explore careers, the school should develop a procedure by which students know how to sign up for job shadowing activities, know what is expected of them as a student, what the student responsibilities are concerning this activity, and how they, as a student, receive credit for the job shadowing activities.

The school is responsible for identifying community leaders willing to work with students in job shadowing activities. Persons who provide job shadowing activities should be informed as to the expected role they will play as leaders in the job shadow activities. Students should not be sent for job shadowing activities unless appropriate instruction has been planned for them.

Job shadowing does not count toward the required 50 hours of tutoring and/or mentoring.

20. Can cadet teaching be counted toward the required 50 hours of tutoring?
Cadet teaching involves much more than just teaching. Only that portion of the cadet teaching assignment that provides a one-on-one tutoring exercise can be counted toward the A+ Schools Program required 50 hours of tutoring.

21. Can schools give high school credit to students for cadet teaching?
The Department takes no position on this issue and does not object to the school awarding credit for cadet teaching.

22. Are data for three or four years used when determining a student’s eligibility for A+ Schools incentive funds?
Beginning the Fall of 1998, a student must attend an A+ designated high school for three years immediately prior to graduation. All other student eligibility requirements (GPA, attendance, citizenship and the avoidance of illegal drugs and alcohol) are to be figured over a four-year time span. The required 50 hours of tutoring can also be completed over a four-year time span.

23. If a student who is eligible for A+ incentive funds graduates at the end of the first semester can A+ incentive funds be accessed the semester immediately following?
If a student has completed three years of continuous enrollment prior to graduation he/she becomes eligible to access A+ Schools incentive funds when the senior class that year graduates in the spring. The summer session following the high school’s prescribed graduation date is the first session in which the student can enroll with financial assistance through the A+ Schools Program.

24. Can foreign exchange students be granted a waiver for the requirement that calls for A+ students to complete three years in an A+ high school prior to graduation?
The February 1, 1999, memo indicates these should be considered on a case-by-case basis. To be eligible for A+ incentive funds, students must attend an A+ designated high school for three years. A student who participates in a foreign exchange program as a fifth year student would still have three years of eligibility remaining.

Eligible A+ Community Colleges and Vocational Technical Schools
	Arcadia Valley Career Technical Center

	Boonslick Technical Education Center

	Brookfield Area Career Center

	Cape Girardeau Car & Tech Center

	Career & Tech Center at Ft. Osage

	Carrollton Area Career Center

	Carthage Technical Center

	Cass Career Center

	Clinton Technical School

	Columbia Area Career Center

	Crowder College

	Current River Career Center

	Dallas County Career Center

	Davis H. Hart Career Center

	East Central College

	Eldon Career Center

	Excelsior Springs Career Center

	Four Rivers Career Center

	Franklin Technology Center

	Gibson Technical Center

	Grand River Technical School

	Hannibal Career & Tech Center

	Herndon Career Center

	Hillyard Technical Center

	Kennett Career & Tech Center

	Kirksville Area Tech Center

	Jefferson College

	Lake Career & Technical Center

	Lamar Area Vocational-Technical School

	Lebanon Tech & Career Center

	Lewis & Clark Career Center

	Lex La-Ray Technical Center

	Linn State Technical College

	Macon Area Vocational School

	Metropolitan Community College

	Mineral Area College

	Missouri State University - West Plains

	Moberly Area Community College

	Moberly Area Technical Center

	Nevada Regional Technical-Center

	New Madrid R-I Tech Skills Center

	Nichols Career Center

	North Central Career Center

	North Technical

	North Central Missouri College

Northland Career Center

	Northwest Technical School
Ozark Mountain Technical Center

Ozarks Technical Community College
Pemiscot Co. Career & Tech Center
Perryville Area Career & Tech Center
Pike/Lincoln Technical Center

Poplar Bluff Tech. Career Center

Ranken Technical College

Rolla Technical Institute

	Saline Co. Career Center

	Sikeston Career & Tech Center

	South Central Career Center

	South Technical

	Southwest Area Career Center

	St. Charles Community College

	St. Louis Community College

	State Fair Community College

	Three Rivers Community College

	Unitec Career Center

	Warrensburg Area Career Center

	Waynesville Technical Academy

	


                                                  A+ Tutoring Log Sheet

Student Name:__________________________________________________

	DATE
	ACTIVITY
	TIME
	# of minutes
	Total Minutes of Tutoring
	Teacher
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1. What does signing the “A+ Participation Agreement” mean?

By signing and submitting the A+ Participation Agreement, students and their parents are simply indicating an interest in the students’ participation in the A+ Financial Incentive Program and indicating that they understand the requirements that qualify the students for that program.


2. Does signing this agreement restrict a student’s choices?

Signing the agreement DOES NOT in any way restrict a student’s educational choices. The A+ Schools Program is designed to provide greater opportunities for students. Signing this agreement will not restrict the options available to a student while in high school or upon graduation from high school.


3. What happens when a student signs a participation agreement?

When an agreement has been signed by all parties and returned, a file will be established for that student and will be located in the A+ coordinator’s office. This file denotes the student’s active participation in the A+ Schools Program and will contain all pertinent information relative to the student’s eligibility for A+ incentive funds.


4. When does a student sign up for the program?

There are no specific windows for signing the agreement. It can be done at any time as long as the student realizes that he/she must have sufficient time to complete the student eligibility requirements, specifically the completion of 50 hours of tutoring and mentoring activities. Typically, the vast majority of students will want to sign their agreement form and get started with the tutoring and mentoring activities immediately upon beginning the sophomore year. A student may, however, sign up at any time and begin working to meet the student eligibility requirements.


5. What if a student signs a participation agreement and then decides to attend a four-year college/university?

There are no repercussions for signing a participation agreement and completing the student eligibility requirements.


Many students will develop plans to attend a four-year institution of higher education following high school. The A+ incentive funds provided through the A+ Schools Program, however, MAY NOT be applied to costs associated with a four-year college or university. Qualifying students may choose to attend, for example, a community college for two years, earn an Associate’s Degree, or simply earn basic credit hours, and then transfer those credits to a four-year college/university at the end of two years at the community college. As the costs of higher education continue to rise, more and more students are beginning their college careers in this manner. The A+ Schools Program does provide financial assistance in this process.


If for whatever reason an A+ eligible student should withdraw from the four-year institution with at least a 2.5 GPA he/she could enroll at a Missouri public community college or vocational-technical school and be eligible for A+ incentive funding.


6. What if a student signs a participation agreement and then decides not to attend a community
    college or vocational or technical school?

Signing the participation Agreement in no way restricts a student’s post high school career or educational opportunities. It is simply a funding resource for postsecondary education should the student choose to utilize it. The current trend of postsecondary educational institutions is to ask on the admissions application for community service/volunteer activities performed, so this would serve as an excellent opportunity to complete these requirements. In addition, someone once said, “It is better to have it and not need it, then need it and not have it.” A student who signs a participation agreement is not required to attend a community college or vocational or technical school.


7. How does a student qualify for the A+ Schools Program?

A participation agreement delineating the criteria which must be met in order to be eligible for the A+ financial incentives shall be completed and signed by each student to indicate their interest in the A+ Schools Program. To qualify for A+ incentive funds a student must have attended a A+ designated high school for three years immediately prior to graduation and


a) maintain at least a 6.875 grade point average on an 11 point scale or 2.5 on a 4.0 scale,


b) maintain a 95 percent attendance average over a four-year period,


c) provide 50 hours of unpaid tutoring or mentoring,


d) maintain a record of good citizenship, and


e) avoid the unlawful use of drugs/alcohol.


The incentive funds are available for eligible students for two years (6 semesters) during the four-year period immediately following graduation. The student must maintain a cumulative 2.5 GPA (4.0 scale) and be a full-time student.


8. For the purpose of the A+ Schools Program, what is meant by good citizenship and the avoidance of unlawful drugs?

Guidelines to identify good citizenship are developed by the local school district. Students may also be required to sign an affidavit indicating their avoidance of drugs as described in the A+ qualifications.


9. If a student enrolls at an A+ designated high school after the beginning of the 10th grade year is he/she eligible to participate in the A+ Schools Program? 

The rules and regulations of the A+ School Program state that a student must attend a designated A+ high school for three years immediately prior to graduation. If there are grades from the current year (sophomore) that will transfer with the student, the student would not be eligible for the A+ Schools Program.


10. Does a student qualify for A+ incentive funding if his/her high school GPA upon graduation is 2.45 (on 4.0 scale) and/or the student’s average attendance rate for the last three years is 94.9 percent?

No - The A+ Schools Program does not permit rounding up of the GPA percentage. The average attendance rate must be figured over a four-year period and must be a solid 95 percent.


11. What are the guidelines for tutoring and mentoring? When can a student begin? Where may tutoring activities be performed? Etc.?    

Remember these basic points. Tutoring should be academic in nature and always be supervised by district staff. Tutoring may be for students younger, older or the same age as the student and may be performed before, during or after the school day or during summer school. Responsibility for programmatic opportunities impacting A+ students resides with the A+ high school.  If a cooperative agreement between the A+ district and a public sending district can be accomplished in such a manner that A+ eligibility is not compromised those will be honored.  The A+ high school would need to approve all assignments for the tutoring purposes.  In addition, the A+ high school would need to develop mechanisms to ensure appropriate documentation and supervision for all A+ tutoring.  Both the A+ high school and the cooperating sending school would need to examine and be comfortable with liability coverage for students in these circumstances.  All tutoring activities shall be unpaid.

12. What evidence will a student have to indicate his/her eligibility for A+ Schools incentive funds?

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education provides designated A+ high schools with an embossing seal. A student eligible for A+ Schools incentive funds can request that the high school provide the postsecondary education institution an official high school transcript that has been stamped with the embossing seal.


13. Are students eligible for A+ incentive funds when they transfer from one high school to another?

The law requires a student complete three years immediately prior to graduation in a designated A+ high school. This can be a combination of schools so long as the schools involved are A+ designated high schools. The high school which the student exits and the high school the student enters must both be A+ designated high schools in order for the students to be eligible for A+ incentive funds upon graduation.


14. In order to maintain the A+ Schools 95 percent attendance requirement can students use
      after-school hours and Saturdays to make-up time for absences from school?

Only those days/times which the district can use to count student ADA can be used to determine the 95 percent attendance requirement. Student ADA counts cannot utilize student attendance on Saturdays or during after-school hours. Student attendance is based on Monday through Friday when school is in session, from the district’s official beginning hour and minute to the official day’s ending hour and minute.


15. What will the Department’s position be if it is discovered that a student has been designated A+
       eligible and, for whatever reason, should not have received this designation?

In the future, as the A+ Schools Program is maintained, the Department will institute audits for a select number of high schools. Should it be discovered that a high school did not utilize actual figures to declare a student eligible for A+ Schools incentive funds, in all likelihood, the district would become responsible for the charges paid out by the Department for ineligible students from that high school.


16. What is the policy with regard to the grade point averages figured for weighted classes and/or
       point scales other than the 4.0?

For the purpose of the A+ Schools Program, a student’s GPA must be 2.5 or better figured on a 4.0 scale. It is, therefore, the designated high school’s responsibility to convert any recorded grades that include weighted classes and/or are figured on a point scale other than 4.0.


17. What is the policy for students who may become injured in an accident or sustain a long-time
       illness either of which preclude the student from meeting the required 95 percent attendance rate?

The A+ Schools Program makes provision for counting students who may not be attending classes because of an accident or extended illness. In order that a student not be penalize for circumstances which are beyond his/her control, it will be the responsibility of the school to make application for homebound instruction for the student. If a student can be counted for ADA, the homebound instruction can be counted toward the required 95 percent attendance rate.


18. Is a student eligible for A+ incentive funds if he/she is provided orientation to the A+ Schools
      Program during the planning session prior to entering high school but, for whatever reason, does
      not decide to take advantage and sign up for the program until his/her junior year by which time
      he/she has a drug conviction on record?

If the drug issue was addressed at the orientation meeting prior to the student entering high school, the student would not be eligible for A+ incentive funds.


19. Is job shadowing a component of the A+ Schools concept?

Job shadowing can be used as a tool to help students explore careers which might be of interest to them.


20. What role does the school play in incorporating job shadowing activities in the A+ Schools Program?

If job shadowing is to be utilized as a means to help students explore careers, the school should develop a procedure by which students know how to sign up for job shadowing activities, know what is expected of them as a student, what the student responsibilities are concerning this activity, and how they, as a student, receive credit for the job shadowing activities.


The school is responsible for identifying community leaders willing to work with students in job shadowing activities. Persons who provide job shadowing activities should be informed as to the expected role they will play as leaders in the job shadow activities. Students should not be sent for job shadowing activities unless appropriate instruction has been planned for them.


Job shadowing does not count toward the required 50 hours of tutoring and/or mentoring.


21. Can cadet teaching be counted toward the required 50 hours of tutoring?

Cadet teaching involves much more than just teaching. Only that portion of the cadet teaching assignment that provides a one-on-one tutoring exercise can be counted toward the A+ Schools Program required 50 hours of tutoring.


22. Can schools give high school credit to students for cadet teaching?

The Department takes no position on this issue and does not object to the school awarding credit for cadet teaching.


23. Are data for three or four years used when determining a student’s eligibility for A+ Schools incentive funds?

Beginning the Fall of 1998, a student must attend an A+ designated high school for three years immediately prior to graduation. All other student eligibility requirements (GPA, attendance, citizenship and the avoidance of illegal drugs and alcohol) are to be figured over a four-year time span. The required 50 hours of tutoring can also be completed over a four-year time span.


24. If a student who is eligible for A+ incentive funds graduates at the end of the first semester can A+ incentive funds be accessed the semester immediately following?

If a student has completed three years of continuous enrollment prior to graduation he/she become eligible to access A+ Schools incentive funds when the senior class that year graduates in the spring. The summer session following the high school’s prescribed graduation date is the first session in which the student can enroll with financial assistance through the A+ Schools Program.


25. Can foreign exchange students be granted a waiver for the requirement that calls for A+ students to complete three years in an A+ high school prior to graduation?

The February 1, 1999, memo indicates these should be considered on a case-by -case basis. To be eligible for A+ incentive funds, students must attend an A+ designated high school for three years. A student who participates in a foreign exchange program as a fifth year student would still have three years of eligibility remaining.



